Running head: SITE RECONNAISSANCE: PHASE I ESA REPORT	2
SITE RECONNAISSANCE: PHASE I ESA REPORT	2






Site Reconnaissance: Phase I ESA Report
Student’s name
Institutional Affiliations


Site Reconnaissance: Phase I ESA Report
After doing a site visit to the former industrial site under study, I can report that a vast area of the site is covered with grass. This is an indication that the vast part of the site is having soil that is in good condition because it is able to support the growth of grasses and other vegetation. It is also a confirmation that no hazardous spills happened in this former industrial site. At the site, other physical features evidence the perfect condition of the soil at the site. There is an electric transformer which has no stains near it. This is an indication that this sight did not experience spillage of hazardous material or petroleum products which could have led to its staining. The fact that there is also an above-ground storage tank that has no staining under it is a confirmation of the lack of hazardous or chemical spillage that could have caused corrosion or staining of the tank. This means that the soil and consequently the underground water in this place is unharmed.
Among the findings of the site visit, however, there are a number of areas of concern. Areas of concern refer to issues or existing conditions that indicate or give a hint on the existence of threatening conditions in a site under study (Cole, 2018). The vent pipe that is coming from the ground has a large patch of dead grass meaning that that vent and its surroundings could be releasing hazardous or chemical substances that are burning the soil and vegetation that it comes in contact with. The fact that the grass around that vent is dead indicates that there is a contaminant underneath which is eating up the grass. This is an area of concern because it could mean that there was spillage on this site but it ended up draining into the vent and that is why the effects are only seen around the vent. Another area of concern is a work arear in the building found on the site that is heavily stained and also contains floor drains. This heavy staining of the work area in the building could mean that there are were a lot of spillages of petroleum products that could have seeped down the ground and contaminated the underground water at the site.
According to the ASTM E1527-13, a recognized environmental condition also known as REC is “the presence or likely presence of any hazardous substances or petroleum products in, on, or at a property that exists due to any release to the environment, under conditions indicative of a release to the environment, or under conditions that pose a material threat of a future release to the environment (Olson, Perellis, & Ilana, 2014). Considering this definition, from the findings of the first visit to the site, the presence of dead grass surrounding the vent coming from the ground would be considered a recognized environmental condition (REC). Furthermore, the patched boreholes and the drained floor of the building at the site would also be considered recognized environmental conditions or REC because they indicate a presence of conditions that indicate spillage petroleum or hazardous products on the site (Olson, Perellis & Ilana, 2014).
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